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them off were driven and pursued into the Minster, where the quire being hung with black cloth and escutcheons, was plundered of them, several of the soldiers hurt as well as those of the rabble, so that a greater riot had not been known in that place. That he (meaning my lieutenant) had complained to nay Lord Mayor of some of the leaders of this fray, and that he refused to punish them as he ought. At the same time I had a letter from my Lord Mayor, who complained of the lieutenant and the soldiers, and denied but that he was ready and active to inflict such punishments upon the offenders as the law allowed in that case.
January 22. I acquainted his Majesty with the whole matter, who gave present order to my Lord Sunderland to inform himself from me particularly of it.
January 23. Being sent for by my Lord Sunderland, I gave him an account in writing of the riot at York, who bade me attend the King in Council the next day, for then it would be taken into consideration.
It was now certain that Mrs. Seclley, who had been formerly the King's mistress, and brought him children when Duke of York, but deserted for a while- after he came to the Crown, was so much again in • his favour that lie created her Countess of Dorchester, and did visit her frequently. This gave great discontent to the Queen; but there was no remedy for the present. The Queen's party and priests did so importune the King, set before him the sin, and the discouragement which his amour with the new Countess of Dorchester gave to the gaining of converts to their church, that it was said he would abandon his mistress, and had sent her word either to go into France or he would withdraw the pension he gave her of four thousand pounds a year.
January 25. I received the unwelcome news from Spain that my brother Jervase Eeresby was married there to a Spaniard of no great extraction nor estate ; and